Yard looking wild? Here’s how to choose the right landscaping pros
As the temperatures slowly rise, a lot of homeowners are starting to think about their outdoor spaces. From landscaping to irrigation, some aspects of lawn care call for more than just a green thumb—they require expertise and the right team by your side. Here's how to navigate the world of landscaping professionals in the season ahead.
Understanding what kind of professional you need
Spring is the perfect time to prepare it for the months ahead. Before diving into spring maintenance, it's essential to assess your lawn's unique needs and identify what kind of pro can help.
1. Landscaping: Whether you're dreaming of colorful flower beds or a tranquil water feature, landscaping professionals can turn your vision into reality, creating a backyard oasis you'll love to relax in.
2. Lawn maintenance: From mowing and fertilizing to weed control and aerating, spring maintenance tasks are crucial for promoting healthy growth and preventing common issues. Enlisting the help of lawn care professionals ensures your lawn receives the right care and attention it needs to thrive.
3. Sprinkler systems/irrigation: As weather patterns change and rainfall fluctuates, proper irrigation becomes essential for maintaining a healthy lawn. An irrigation specialist can inspect and tune up your sprinkler system, ensuring it delivers the right amount of water to keep your garden spaces vibrant.
While many consumers choose to make this kind of maintenance a do-it-yourself project, some jobs are best handled by professionals. You might consider hiring someone for specialized services like pH testing, soil aeration, fertilization, filling in bald spots, trimming overgrowth, and planting seasonal flowers and plants. 
Tips on hiring the right team for the job
With so many lawn and landscaping companies vying for your business, it can be challenging to find the right fit. In addition to considering services and pricing, consider these factors:
Pay attention to online reputations. Take the time to research a company’s online presence. This could involve reading BBB’s verified reviews or visiting their website for more information. Pay attention to how the company responds to feedback and addresses any issues that arise. A proactive approach to customer service is a sign of a reputable and trustworthy business.
Start with an inspection. Professional lawn and landscaping services that quote a price without first assessing your space may not fully understand what’s required. By investing in a thorough inspection, you can ensure that you receive the right care.
Define your scope of work. Whether you're looking for basic maintenance or a complete landscape overhaul, outlining your expectations up front can help ensure that each business provides quotes for the same services. Additionally, be sure to ask for transparency in pricing breakdowns.
Check references and past work. Whether it’s asking for references or reviewing work samples on the company’s website, set time aside to see what you’re getting. Visiting locations where the company has worked can provide valuable insight into their professionalism and overall quality of work. Additionally, inquire about the company's expertise, qualifications, and any relevant certifications in landscaping or horticulture.
Understand pricing and services. Be sure to inquire about the specific services included in their quotes and how pricing is structured—whether it's per visit, month, or year. This can help you make an informed decision that aligns with your budget and needs.
Understand your contract and warranties. Before finalizing your agreement, ensure that all details are clearly outlined in a written contract. Be aware of open-ended contracts and understand how to cancel if needed. Additionally, clarify payment terms, including deposit, schedule, and accepted methods. Ask about guarantees or warranties on work performed.
Final thoughts
By following these tips, you'll better understand the landscaper's qualifications, services, and approach to your landscaping needs. Remember: Choosing a BBB Accredited landscaper ensures you work with a professional who values integrity, transparency, and customer satisfaction.
